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In the late afternoon of Thursday, March 19, Pennsylvania Governor Tom Wolf issued an
Order requiring that all non-life sustaining businesses close their physical locations by 8:00
p.m. that evening. This Order came shortly after the news that COVID-19 claimed its first

death in Pennsylvania (in North Hampton County).

Under the March 19, 2020 Order, “No person or entity shall operate a place of business in
the Commonwealth that is not a life sustaining business regardless of whether the business
is open to members of the public.” The Order does not preclude businesses from operating
virtually or through their implemented telework operations, so long as social distancing and
other mitigating measures are followed.

Businesses deemed to be “life-sustaining” may remain open but are ordered to, at a
minimum, follow the social distancing directives previously issued.

Enforcement action begins on Saturday, March 21 at 12:01 a.m. and will include citations,
fines, and license suspensions for non-compliance.

Restaurants and bars are still ordered to close their dine-in facilities, but they can remain
open for carry-out, delivery, and drive-through — so long as social distancing is maintained.

Enforcement actions for restaurants and bars began on March 19 at 8:00 p.m.

Businesses previously allowed to keep their doors open that now must close include: law
firms, CPA firms and tax businesses, and certain manufacturers. A list of businesses that
are and are not deemed “life-sustaining” can be found here.

A copy of the Governor’s Order can be foundhere.

Official answers on the close-or-not-to-close quandary can be found by emailingra-
dcedcs@pa.gov. Waivers and exemptions to the closure order can be sought throughRA-
dcexemption@pa.gov.

Jackson Lewis has a dedicated team tracking and responding to the developing issues
facing employers in this difficult time. If you need guidance in handling the complicated
issues pertaining to COVID-19, contact a Jackson Lewis attorney to discuss.

©2020 Jackson Lewis P.C. This material is provided for informational purposes only. It is not intended to constitute legal advice nor does it create a client-lawyer

relationship between Jackson Lewis and any recipient. Recipients should consult with counsel before taking any actions based on the information contained within this

material. This material may be considered attorney advertising in some jurisdictions. Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome.

Focused on employment and labor law since 1958, Jackson Lewis P.C.’s 1,000+ attorneys located in major cities nationwide consistently identify and respond to new

ways workplace law intersects business. We help employers develop proactive strategies, strong policies and business-oriented solutions to cultivate high-functioning

workforces that are engaged and stable, and share our clients’ goals to emphasize belonging and respect for the contributions of every employee. For more information,

visit https://www.jacksonlewis.com.


https://www.jacksonlewis.com/people/marla-n-presley
https://www.jacksonlewis.com/people/marla-n-presley
tel:412-338-5148
mailto:Marla.Presley@jacksonlewis.com
https://www.governor.pa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/20200319-Life-Sustaining-Business.pdf
https://www.governor.pa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/20200319-TWW-COVID-19-business-closure-order.pdf
http://mailto:ra-dcedcs@pa.gov
http://mailto:RA-dcexemption@pa.gov
https://www.jacksonlewis.com

	Pennsylvania Governor Orders All Non-Life-Sustaining Businesses To Close
	Meet the Authors
	Related Services


